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The Housing (Scotland) Act 2014 introduces important changes to the rights of all social 
housing tenants which come into effect in 2019.

It will be important to let us know about changes to who lives in your home as it may affect 
your right to make changes to your tenancy agreement.

Short Scottish Secure Tenancy  - If you have a SSST the changes detailed for ending the 
tenancy by Court Order, Recovering Adapted Properties, Subletting, Assignation and Joint 

Tenancies also apply.

We will be writing to you shortly about these changes. In the meantime, for more 
information please visit https://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/03/2580/6

CHANGES NEW RULES
EFFECTIVE 
DATE

Assignation

Joint Tenancy

Subletting

Succession

Adapted Properties

Ending a Scottish 
Secure Tenancy 
Agreement

Conversion to a 
Short Scottish 
Secure Tenancy for 
Antisocial Behaviour

1 Nov 2019

1 Nov 2019

1 Nov 2019

1 Nov 2019

1 May 2019

1 May 2019

1 May 2019

Anyone who wants to be assigned to a tenancy must 
have been living in the property as their principal 
home for at least 12 months before the date of 
application.
* 12-month qualifying period applies. See note below.

The proposed joint tenant must have lived in the 
property as their principal home for at least 12 months 
before making an application.
We must have been notified of them becoming part 
of the household. If we have not been notified we will 
have grounds to refuse the joint tenancy.
This includes civil partners, co-habiting partners, wives 
and husbands.
*12-month qualifying period applies. See note below.

You must have been the tenant for at least 12 months 
before making an application to sublet.
*12-month qualifying period applies. See note below. 

All successors must have been living in the property at 
the time of the tenant’s death.
Other than partners/co-habitees, family members and 
carers, the person wishing to succeed must have been 
living in the house for the previous 12 months before 
the tenant’s death.
*12-month qualifying period applies. See note below.

We can ask a sheriff to grant an order to end the 
tenancy of an adapted property that is not being 
occupied by anyone who needs the adaptations. 

A Scottish secure tenancy can be ended by us   if 
someone living in or visiting the home is convicted of a 
serious offence in the area of the house. This allows us 
to end the tenancy where behaviour has had a serious 
impact on neighbours or others in the community. A 
serious offence is one that the offender could have 
been imprisoned for.

We could serve notice to convert your tenancy 
agreement to a different type of tenancy agreement 
called a short Scottish secure tenancy which gives you 
fewer rights and less protection from eviction than a 
Scottish secure tenancy. 
A short Scottish secure tenancy has a fixed duration, 
unless we agree to extend it or convert it back to a 
Scottish secure tenancy. 
The circumstances now include any situation where a 
tenant or someone living with the tenant has acted in 
an antisocial manner, or pursued a course of conduct 
amounting to harassment of another person in or 
around the house occupied by the tenant.

*The 12-month 
qualifying period 
only starts when we 
have been notified in 
writing that there has 
been a change to your 
household.

BELOW IS A SUMMARY OF THE MAIN CHANGES:


